Introduction.
For any system of difference polynomials Au • • •, An, with ru the order of A¿ inyU), the Ritt number (See [1, pp. 256-258] .) In the case n -2, the Greenspan number coincides with the Jacobi number /. The Jacobi number can also be verified for linear difference systems by a proof analogous to that for the differential case [3] .
The definitions of [1] are assumed, and the notation of [2] will be used.
2. Specialization problem. Let K be an inversive difference field with automorphism t. Let Rbe a difference kernel with principal realization 5c. In general, if R is a kernel which specializes to R, there may be no principal realization of R which specializes to <x. (See [1, p. 322, Example 2] .) The following theorem presents in one case which such a specialization of principal realizations does exist. 
Thus, since K(5l, Sj) is a kernel, A^(5, aj) is a kernel R. By Theorem 1, there is a principal realization a of R which specializes to ä. But a is a zero of Ai; • • • , Am since (a, a^Ä^Xä, ocj). Hence the specialization a^*5 is generic, and K(ü., a.i)^K(ä, äa). By an example analogous to that of [2] , it can be shown that for any matrix A of nonnegative integers, there exists a system of n difference polynomials in n indeterminates with matrix of orders equal to A such that some zero dimensional component of the variety of the system has effective order equal to J(A). Thus when the Jacobi number is a bound, it is a bound achieved by some system.
